
 This guide provides steps to access County Business Patterns (CBP) data in 

hypertext tables or the American FactFinder (AFF). You may also contact the US Census 

Bureau’s CBP staff at 301-763-2580 or ewd.county.business.patterns@census.gov for 

assistance. 
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Access to CBP data through www.census.gov website 
Step 1. Go to http://www.census.gov 
Step 2. Point your mouse cursor to the Topics section tab in the top menu 
bar of the census webpage. 
Step 3. Under the Employment Category click on the County Business Patterns link. 

Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Understanding the CBP tables tools 

 In the CBP hypertext 
tables you will be able to 
change: 
 
1. Your state selection 
2. Your county selection 
3. Add/remove  legal forms of 

organization to your 
selections 

4. Add/remove noise flags 
5. Change your year selection 
6. See industry sectors in detail 
7. Compare data with other 

counties within the selected 
       state 

Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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- Legal form of organization allows you to see the number of corporations, s-
corporations, sole proprietorships, partnerships, non profit organizations, government 
and others at the state level. 
 
- Noise flags are letters used to maintain data confidentiality.  
Meaning of letters: 
 G - Low Noise Infusion 
 H - Medium Noise Infusion 
 D - Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual companies; 
 data are included in higher level totals 
 S – Withheld because estimate did not meet publication standards 
 
- The detail button (No. 6 on previous slide) will expand the industry sectors up to 
the six digit level. 
 
- For more definitions please visit: http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/definitions.htm 

Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Example: How to retrieve county data 
1. Select a state from the drop down 
box in the View data in tables section 
of the CBP homepage. 

 

Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

2. Select a county from the ‘areaname’ drop down box. The most recent data year payroll, 
establishments and employment by NAICS sector will display. 
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3. Once a county has been 

selected, click on the ‘Go’ 

button. 

 

4. To compare county-level 

data for a particular sector 

to other counties within the 

selected state click on the 

‘compare’ button. To view 

industry details clock on the 

‘detail’ button.  

Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Business Patterns also 

produce data for : 

Puerto Rico,  

U.S Virgin Islands,   

American Samoa, 

Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands 

and Guam. 

Data by Zip codes, 

Metropolitan and 

Micropolitan statistical 

areas are also available. 

 

CBP additional data products 

Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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How to Download Data 

Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

There are several 
options available to 
download data. 
 
From the CBP 
main webpage 
scroll down to the 
box named ‘Data in 
other formats for 
manipulation and 
analysis’.  
 
Data can be 
downloaded using 
the ‘New American 
FactFinder’ or the 
‘Comma-separated 
value’ links. 
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The comma 
separated value 
link will display 
data for multiple 
years by different 
geographies.  
 
Various ‘record 
layout’ links are 
also available to 
aid in better 
understanding 
the data tables. 

Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

Access to CBP data through American FactFinder (AFF) website 
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County Business Patterns  
Data can also be  
accessed through the 
 ‘New American FactFinder’  
link on the CBP website. 
 
After clicking on the link, 
 type the words business  
patterns on the first box, 
 then select ‘county business 
 patterns’ from the drop down 
 menu. 

http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/
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The search results are now 
narrowed down to all Business 
Patterns tables. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

Access to CBP data through American FactFinder (AFF) website 
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      Adding geography to CBP tables  
      using the American FactFinder (AFF)  
      website. 

http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/


Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

Access to CBP data through American FactFinder (AFF) website 
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     Adding industry codes to CBP 
     tables using the American    
     FactFinder (AFF) website. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

Access to CBP data through American FactFinder (AFF) website 

Last updated: 04/21/2015 

http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/


Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

Access to CBP data through American FactFinder (AFF) website 

Last updated: 04/21/2015 

http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/


Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

Access to CBP data through American FactFinder (AFF) website 

Last updated: 04/21/2015 

http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/
http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/
http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/


Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

Access to CBP data through American FactFinder (AFF) 
website 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

Access to CBP data through American FactFinder (AFF) 
website 
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Click here to access County Business Patterns Data. 

Further help 
 
Help with County Business Patterns Data 
• Phone: (301)763-2580 
• E-mail: ewd.county.business.patterns@census.gov 
 
Help with American FactFinder (economic data only) 
• Phone: (301)763-5185 
• E-mail: econ.dissemination@census.gov 

 
Help with American FactFinder (demographic and other data) 
• Phone: (301)763-INFO(4636) 
• Website: https://ask.census.gov/newrequest.php 

 
Related links: 
• American FactFinder: http://factfinder.census.gov/ 
• County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/econ/cbp/ 
• Nonemployer Statistics: http://www.census.gov/econ/nonemployer/ 
• 2012 Economic Census: http://www.census.gov/econ/census/ 
• Census Bureau Other Economic Programs: http://www.census.gov/econ/other_econ.html 
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